APPENDIX B

EXTENT OF PUSYAMITRA'S EMPIRE

- It is not the purpose of this Appendix to settle the limits of the juruu Suncja,
empire on all its four directions. The point occasiorcd for discussion is due to an
observation of Kalidasa in the Ma/ur/fctigMw/trj which, has been misunderstood
by certain scholars. Sindbu, a rivet, finds mention in the above named play, Act
V, in course of emperor Pusyamitra's letter to his SOD, Agnimitra, the ruling
prince of Vidisa and the viceroy of his father's southern possessions. There
it is narrated that on the southern bank of the Sindhu (sindhorddkshMrodhasi) Vasu-
mitra, the grandson of the emperoi and the guardian of his sacrificial horse had
an encounter with Yavarias, the (ireeks, whom he vanquished. The interest of
this Appendix is therefore, to identify the river Sindhu of the text and to indi-
cate the northwestern frontier of the Sunga- empire. In this regard the title of
this Appendix will prove a misnomer as there is no endeavour made to settle the
limits of that empire on all its four points. The discussion, however, is not free
from difficulties and it incidentally brings to the fore some very important and
interesting points. There is an important section of the Early History of India1
devoted by Dr. Vincent A. Smith to a discussion of the invasion of Menan-
der on India of which several incidents and conclusions will prove unfounded
and mistaken. We shall indicate them as we proceed.

Smith, following Cunningham, thinks that the western foreigners took up
the challenge of the Sunga emperor "on the banks of the river Sindhu, which now
forms the boundary between Bundelkhand 2nd the Rajputana states2." He fur-
ther adds that "These disputants may have been part of the division of Mensnder's
army which had undertaken the siege of Madhyanrika in Rajpucana3." But
the utter amenability of Smith's position is easily established by a few facts which
we give below. We shall, at the start, examine the savant's conclusion itself
and so we shall have to take into account a few antecedent facts as tfell.

I. Smith confuses the invasion of Menander with that of-Demetriosand
makes Pusyamitra a contemporary of bothKharavela and Menander4. The con-
temporaneity of Pusyamitra and Kharavela rests on an extremely dubious datum,
that of the equation of the former with Bahasatimitra of the Hathigumpha in-
scription oiMethaffjeghavahatta Kharavela. Now since the coins of Pusyamitra have
been discovered bearing his own name, there is hardly any justifiable ground for
clinging to an unnatural and indirect equation of part of the etymology
(Pusya-Brahaspati) of the two names, Jayaswal himself having had accepted it

1 4th Edition, pp. 209 ff.
3 Ibid,, p. 211.

3 Ibid.

4 Ibid., pp. 209, 210, 227-229.